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Abstract  

This study aimed to improve students’ mastery of 

pronunciation through words spelling strategies in 

the fourth grade of SD Inpres Mappu in Mamuju. 

This research was a classroom action research 

(CAR) conducted in two cycles, namely, cycle 

one and cycle 2. Each cycle was carried out four 

times. There are four steps in  this research; 

planning, action, observation, and reflection. The 

data in this study used quantitative (test) as the 

primary data and qualitative (field notes, 

recording, and documentation) as supporting 

data. The subjects in this study were 15 students in 

grade IV SD Inpres Mappu in Mamuju. The results 

showed that the use of the Words Spelling Strategy 

succeeded in improving the pronunciation master 

of the fourth-grade students of SD Inpres Mappu. It 

can be seen from the increased percentage of 

student learning outcomes from cycle I to cycle II, 

with an average value of 83.6. Therefore, it can be 

conducted that using the Words Spelling Strategy 

can improve student learning outcomes in 

mastering pronunciation. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Pronunciation is one of the most part of communicating with others in 

English because of the differences between signs and sounds. When we 

communicate with other people, we should not only have a good vocabulary 

(Rislahayu et al, 2020; Sujarwo et al, 2019; 2020; Imran, 2022; Rezeki et al, 2022), 

but also a good pronunciation. 

As Harmer (2000:242) as cited in Mulatsih (2015) stated that for all these people, 

being made aware of pronunciation issues will be of immense benefit not only 

to their own production but also to their own understanding of spoken English. 

Teaching pronunciation involves a variety of challenges. To begin with, 

teachers often find that they do not have enough time in class to give proper 

attention to this aspect of English instruction. When they do find the time to 

address pronunciation, the instruction often amounts to the presentation and 

practice of a series of tedious and seemingly unrelated topics. 

Pronunciation is an aspect that supports the ability to speak English requires 

good language pronunciation to communicate clearly can understand, 

because when any kind of pronunciation changes its meaning, it actually 

confuse the other party (Yates et al, 2008; Perwira, 2011; Rosenthal, 2011; 

Mulatsih, 2015; Ma'lah, 2016; Purwanto, 2021; Syamsinar et al, 2020). Most 

students find it difficult due to lack, of habit and English, so pronounce the 

sentence in English the right media (Kelly, 2006; Al-Azzawi et al, 2016; O’Brien et 

al, 2018; Levis, 2018). 

Based on the author’s experience, primary learners get difficulties to speak 

English because they have lot of words and they do not know the way to 

pronounce it. Primary learners expecially for fourth grade do not have spirit in 

English learning, lack in pronunciation and unfluent in spelling words.  

Spelling words is one of the new learning strategies that can be used in the 

process of learning English, especially in terms of pronunciation. This strategy 

requires the teachers to think creatively in making words that can be spelled 

out by students’. Using this spelling word learning strategy will make students’ 

understand how to master the pronunciation or in English. In other words, how 

to pronounces one word correctly even though the students’ has not been to 

fluent in saying the word. 

Spelling and dictation are still viewed as influential task types currently although 

pronunciation teaching paradigm has shifted from nativeness to intelligibility 

(Dina et al, 2012; Kareema, 2013; Levis, 2021). Deterding  and Mohamad (2016) 

claim that spelling is still considered to affect pronunciation in the past few 

decades though people tended to become more literate currently. In addition, 

they explained that there are four basic ways of influencing a person changes 

in English pronunciation spelling reflection. Such methods include restoring to 

the original format pronunciation; changes based on etymology; Anglicization 

of borrowed words; and pronunciation of the letter "o". 
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Therefore, the researcher is interested in conducting research on “Increasing 

Students’ Pronunciation Mastery Through Spelling Words Strategy For Class Iv Of 

SD Inpres Mappu In Mamuju”. 

 

METHOD 

In learning process, teachers need a method or media to teach in the 

classroom. In this study, the researchers used the classroom action research 

(CAR) method. It plays an important role in solving the problems of learners and 

improving the quality of learners. Usually, this research is carried out by 

someone who is familiar with the class condition and ability of the students. 

Action research is a powerful tool for change and improvement at the local 

level (Zuber-Skerritt, 2018; Cohen et al, 2018; 2021). 

From the statement above, it can be concluded that action research is an 

action performed by people who understand the situation of the place and the 

person to be solved and aim to increase or improve the procedures that have 

been implemented but have not yet received results. In this research, uses 

Kemmis and McTaggart model. According to Kemmis and McTaggart (2014), 

there were four steps in classroom action research that is planning, action, 

observation, and reflection. 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

The implementation of the spelling method to improve students’ 

pronunciation was conducted in two cycles, in every cycle there were four 

meeting. This research was conducted on June to July 2021. 

Cycle I 

Moreover, the result of cycle I test was calculated to average and percentage 

formula, the result is below. 

Mean Score : 

N

X
X




 Explanation: 

X = the main of the students’ score
 

 X

 
= The total score 

N = Total number of the students 

 

X = 1.112 

                 15 

      = 74, 3 

Cycle II 
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From the result of the test, the researcher classified the score using formula 

same as previous cycle.  

Mean Score 

N

X
X




 

Explanation: 

X  = The main of the students’ score
 

 X
 

= The total score 

N  = Total number of the students 

 

X = 1.254 

           15 

 

     = 83,6 

 

The percentage of students’ pronunciation in Cycle I and Cycle II 

 

 Criteria Total Students Score Percentage 

 

Cycle I 

 

Passed  7 75 - 88 47% 

Failed  8 60 - 74 53% 

 

CycleII 

Passed  14 75 - 92 93% 

Failed  1 68 7% 

 

The research was conducted to determine the application of spelling words in 

improving students’ pronunciation. The results of this application show that 

there is an increase in students’ pronunciation by using spelling words method. 

This shows that students are interested in the role of the teacher during the 

learning process. The teacher explains the material very well so that students 

were happy in learning. The teacher gives encouragement to students and also 

creates very interesting learning so that students do not get bored during the 

learning process.  

In the test of cycle I, the mean score obtained by the students was 74,3 which 

was very low. In the test cycle II, the mean score obtained by students was 83,6 

higher than the test cycle I score. It also seen at the percentage of the 

students’ test result included percentage of students’ who completed the 

Minimum Completeness Criteria score. 

The percentage of students who get point 75 is increasing. Where in the test 

cycle I there were 7 students who got a score of >75 and it had improved 
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slightly. And in the test cycle II, there were 14 students who got a score of 85 

and 1 student who got a score 60. For the total increase in students scores from 

the test cycle I until cycle II was 75%. In other words, students’ vocabulary 

mastery gets better in the first meeting to the next meeting.  

Based on the results of qualitative data taken from field note, recording and 

also documentation, it shows that the class went very well. Students are very 

attentive when the teacher is teaching the material in the classroom. It can 

also be said that the qualitative obtained during the learning process, shows 

that there is an increase in the activity of teachers and students during the 

teaching and learning process. The application of spelling words can motivate 

students to be more diligent and enthusiastic in learning English, especially in 

learning pronunciation. We could see in the quantitative data, which shows 

that the scores obtained by students from test cycle I and also test cycle II were 

greatly increased.        

Graphic of Students’ Pronunciation Score in Cycle I and Cycle II. 

 

 
(Figure 4 . Graphic of Cycle I and Cycle II). 

 

From the data above shows that students learning outcomes in cycle II there is 

increase. The average grade obtained after in learning by applying spelling 

words strategy approach showed an increase, namely the value of the 

average of Cycle II became 83,6. Average score and success rate 

completeness of students’ outcomes has increased and shows already above 

the graduation limit that has been determined by the researcher with success 

completeness of students learning by 100%.  

There are various results of studies found that the most of the students (74%) are 

agreed that JOOX application help them to get better pronunciation with the 

help of lyrics features in JOOX application (Rahmania et al, 2021). In line with 

the other study found that by conducting these games, using interesting media, 

creating various interesting tasks and activities can increase the students' 
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motivation in learning English and pronunciation ability. A bibliography is 

included (Nurhayati, 2015). 

Therefore, Preparing learning resources in the form of English textbooks, English 

dictionaries, and assigning assignments to students individually and in groups 

are some of the things that might be done using this spelling words technique 

to improve students' pronunciation skills. In addition, test preparation and 

recording are required. The researcher then gave students homework to do or 

study so that when it came time to take the test letter, they would be more 

prepared. 

 

CONCLUSSION 

Based on the results of the research that has been done at SD Inpres 

Mappu, it could be concluded that the pronunciation ability of grade IV SD 

Inpres Mappu students has increased after applying learning through spelling 

words strategies. The ability to improve students’ pronunciation can be seen 

based on the acquisition of the mean score of students. The mean score 

obtained by students in test Cycle I were 74,3 and increased again in Cycle II 

were 83,6. Average score of all students is 78,8. And this spelling words strategy 

could be used to improve students’ pronunciation. The matters that could be 

used this spelling words strategy to increase students’ pronunciation skills are to 

prepared learning media in the form of English textbooks, English dictionaries, 

giving assignments to students both individually and in groups. As well as 

preparing test and recording. And then, to make students understand more in 

using spelling words strategy so that students’ pronunciation could be even 

better, he researcher gave homework to students and asked students to do it 

or study it too, so that when students take the test letter students are better off 

to do it. 

Based on the research that has been done by researchers in class IV of SD 

Inpres Mappu, researchers provided the following suggestions: Teachers should 

use the spelling words strategy in learning English because with this method 

students are able to improve their pronunciation skills. Apart from that the 

students’ language skills in English subjects can be even better. And the 

teacher must also make English lessons more interesting, so that students are 

more interested in learning English. Students should play an active in role in 

every learning process in the classroom. Students should also learn more to 

spelling words both at school and at home. So that students’ pronunciation skills 

can be further improved and can also be useful for students in the future. This 

research could be a reference for future researchers who what to do research 

on pronunciation. In future research, researcher can change other methods, 

such as watching cartoons and others. So that the research could was run well.  
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